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Preface
The papers collected in this issue have been selected among the ones presented at the conference Computational
Methods in Systems Biology 2006. Systems biology is a field emerging from the interpretation of biological systems
as information systems in which the main characteristic is physical/chemical interaction interpreted as the exchange
of information. Hence computer science techniques assume a major role in the field. The aim of the above conference,
and hence of this special issue, is to bring the attention on the convergence between computer science and life sciences
as a new emerging field.
The first paper is by Cardelli and provides a translation between process algebras and systems of chemical reactions.
The second paper by Cavaliere et al. introduces a modelling framework and computational paradigm inspired by the
intracellular and intercellular mechanisms in biological tissues. The third contribution by Heath et al. cope with
probabilistic model checking applied to models of biological systems. The fourth paper by Siebert et al. describes
a modelling approach for biological systems based on timed automata. The last contribution by Amir-Kroll et al.
presents a platform for executable biological models.
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